A Special Meeting of the Town Council was held with Mr. Chris Ashman, Place Planning Consultant  on Wednesday, 25 February 2026 in the Council Chamber, Orchard Street, Brynmawr at 6.00pm.

Present:-	Councillors		Mrs. O.M. Swales			(Chair).
					W.K. Hodgins
					J. M. Gardner
					J. M. Sutton
					R.J. Hill
					G. Nutt
					K. Harrison
					S. Page
					R.M. Hillier 



In Attendance:-			N.J. Williams		(Town Clerk/RFO).
						
Apologies:-				Mrs. S. Morgan, B. M. Sutton, 
Mrs. D. Brown, 
					

The Chair welcomed Mr. Ashman to the meeting and asked members to introduce themselves to the Guest.
Mr. Ashman explained that the reason for the meeting was that he wishes to gain input from Councillors in helping to shape the blueprint from a Brynmawr perspective.  There are a lot of reasons for the blueprint and national competitive growth is the main one.
Mr. Ashman said that he has been recruited by both Blaenau Gwent and Torfaen who now shares one Chief Executive and Management Team, but there are no intensions of merging only working together to improve jobs, growth and infrastructure in both areas.  There will be better support with a strong identity landscape with shared values and challenges between the areas.  There will a joint approach on what is already working well in both areas.  
The shared Blueprint will help implement the Marmot Principle addressing conditions which people are born, grow, live and work etc which has an impact on health and wellbeing.
Mr. Ashman said people are sceptical of the vision and pointed out that Blaenau Gwent and Torfaen are a modern, connected area where innovation, industry and community can come together to created opportunities.  Mr. Ashman said that the areas are rooted in global industrial heritage such as Blaenavon World Heritage site to the founder of the NHS.  
The vision that towns, homes and communities with Tech Valleys Metro an integrated transport system.
A member said that in the past there has been a lot of promises such as the “Circuit of Wales” development which was cancelled and lately in May 2025 a meeting with Mr. Iain Nickleson, Vacant shop academy and is yet to hear from him.
Mr. Ashman said that the projects will be decided first and funding will be applied for after from UK and Welsh Government Grant Funding, investment ready business cases to lever private sector funding/delivery and a Development Partner.
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The delivery of the collaboration between two council’s coming together is important.
A member said having the trams linked to train stations in the early stages will create more job opportunities for people as they will be able to travel to cities etc.
Another member said joining together two Councils will hopefully create more clout when applying for funding/money.
A member said that he will be attending a Regeneration Meeting and agreed to ask Officers to attend a meeting with the Brynmawr Town Council to give a presentation on the Blueprint for Brynmawr as there will be specific opportunities in each area.
Mr. Ashman said when you bring areas together it creates competition which is healthy as it drives innovation, improve quality, and foster personal growth.
A member asked what’s the period for the initial start will be and where are the funding packages being sought from.
Mr. Ashman said along with the UK and Welsh Government funding they will be applying for funding from the Local Growth Fund and the National Programme Funding along with various other sources.  As for timing it will probably be complete/up and running by 2035.
A member asked if they have applied for Trailblazer Funding where £20,000.00 has already been given to the Sirhowy Valley which has contributed towards transforming certain areas.
A member said perhaps with the Sirhowy plan in place it could be used as a trail area.
A member said good transport links will enable people to work outside the area without having to move away for work.
Mr. Ashman said it will work both ways and informed members that they would like to increase the stations between Ebbw Vale, Newport Cardiff etc.
1.2 billion will be spent on the Metro.
A member said initiatives for apprenticeships are needed to give young people a chance to gain employment.
Mr. Ashman said that it is down to demand and supply and what companies want.  Apprenticeships are a financial burden to companies by the time they pay X, Y and Z lately they have not been baring the costs which have resulted in a decline in the availability of apprenticeships.
Mr. Ashman said that he has had a lot of feedback from the presentations and now needs to write a draft report which he will forward to the Clerk once complete.
The Chair thanked Mr. Ashman for his time and meeting with members of the Brynmawr Town Council.  Mr. Ashman agreed to forward the Power Point Presentation to the Clerk so that she can share with members.




Meeting closed at 18.55 hours.






