
BRYNMAWR TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF BRYNMAWR

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday, 22 July 2026 in the Council Chamber, Brynmawr Institute at 6.00pm.

	Present: -    Councillors	J.M. Gardner		(Presiding).
					Mrs. O.M. Swales
					Mrs. S. Morgan
					W.K. Hodgins
					S. Page
									
	In Attendance: -		Miss. N.J. Williams	(Town Clerk/RFO).
					

				      ------------ o0o------------

118/26	Apologies: -	 Councillor:		 G. Nutt, B.M. Sutton, J.M. Sutton
					        	R.J. Hill, E.M. Hillier, K. Harrison
					        	Mrs. D. Brown.

119/26 The Chair welcomed all members to the July Monthly Meeting of the Town Council.

120/26	Declaration of Interest & Dispensations.
	The Chair reminded members to make declarations of interest at appropriate points on 	the agenda.

121/26 Monthly Meeting of the Council held on 24 June 2026.
	
122/26 Corrections – None.

 	Matters Arising from the Minutes.

Item 221/25 – Sign in Alma Street, Brynmawr.
A member said that the gap where the sign was requested to be placed is not suitable as it is in the middle of Alma Street and signs should be placed at the beginning of any street.
It was suggested that the sign be erected by the wall of Wesley House or by the bus stop at the bottom of Alma Street.
A lengthy discussion ensued regarding missing broken white lines at the junction from Factory Road into Alma Street which a member reported to Borough Officers and was told that there have not been white lines on that specific road for years.
Members agreed that it was not the point that the white lines have been missing for years there is now proof that a few fatalities have nearly happened in the area.
A member said there should be a stop sign there as he witnessed a lorry got stuck down the street, so the driver reversed without stopping nearly causing an accident.
It was agreed to email Ms. Katherine Rees, Nicola Davies and Mr. Mark Hopkins asking them to investigate the matter and explain that there is proof that there have been a few near misses that could have resulted in a fatality.
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Item 241/25 – Crawshay House Site, Greenland Road, Brynmawr.
A member questioned the removal of the asbestos.
A member said that all safety precautions regarding the removal of the asbestos in the building would have been in place prior to the Officers coming to meet with the Brynmawr Town Council.

Item 59/26 – Hanging Baskets and flowers for tubs.
	Members apologised for not being able to help with the planting of the tubs etc.
The Clerk thanked Councillor Hodgins for taking her and Councillor Swales to collect the plants and soil needed and thanked Councillor Swales for spending the rest of the day planting the tubs with her.
The Clerk said that artificial hanging baskets had been purchased as it was late in the year to purchase fresh flower hanging baskets.
It was agreed to plant the tubs earlier next year and to take the hanging baskets down late September. 
A member wished to thank the Rustic Stag Café and the Corner Shop for supplying water when planting and agreeing to continue to water the plants.
It was also agreed that the Brynmawr Town Council will purchase planters for the Market Square next year or when fitting in readiness for Brynmawr in Bloom.

Item 61/26 – Defibrillator at the Brynmawr Rugby Club.
A member said that the Rugby Club is still waiting for “Hope Charity” to suggest where to place the defibrillator.

Item 100/26 – Worchester Street Carpark, Brynmawr.
The Clerk read out an email from Ms. Katherine Rees, Traffic Management Road and Safety Officer, BGCBC.
The email stated that signage is in place at the entrance to the King Street, Car Park, Brynmawr, indicating the applicable parking restrictions.
With regards to the car park makings to be refreshed, Ms. Rees forwarded the request to Mr. Rob Arnold, Highway Inspector for the Brynmawr area, for inspection and assessment.
All members agreed that the whole car park needs a maintenance review as some of the floor is sinking.  
Email noted.

Item 108/26 – The Terence Garden Lease.
The Clerk read out an email received from Ms. Louise Horner BSc. MRICS, Team Manager Estates & Strategic Asset Management, BGCBC.
Ms. Horner said that Estates will review the lease and get back to the Town Council with any comments regarding if the current usage of the Terence Garden Site, Wellfare Park, Brynmawr is in line with the lease issued by the BGCBC. 
Email noted.

123/26 The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 24 June 2026, having 
been circulated, were accepted as a true record.
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Orders & Requisitions.
	
124/26	Melrose IT Solutions – Call Charges for the month of July 2026.
	Council moved payment of £69.00.

125/26	Melrose IT Solutions – Call Charges for the month of August 2026.
Council moved payment of £69.00 for the month of August due to Council being in recess and the payment needs to be paid.

126/26	Vision ICT – SSL Certificate - pro rata to April 2027.
Council moved payment of £45.00.

	Financial Correspondence.

127/26 Play in the Park days funded by Brynmawr Town Council in conjunction with 
the Blaenau Gwent Play Team.
The Clerk wanted to clarify that the Brynmawr Town Council passed in the previous meeting in June to fund 5 play sessions at a cost of £310.00 each totalling to £1,550.
The Clerk said that due to the BGCBC already providing sessions throughout the summer at the Wellfare Park the sessions that Brynmawr Town Council funded will take place at Brynawell Park and the Recreation Park (2 sessions at each park) with one session remaining which will be provided during the October Half Term.
Moved and approved.

128/26 Correspondence from Market Hall Cinema – Council to consider purchasing 
cinema tickets for school children.
Councillor Gardner declared an interest and left the meeting.
Members were informed that local councils had purchased £500 worth of cinema tickets for school children on a few occasions over the past years.
It was agreed to purchase £500 of cinema tickets during term time working with schools to fill the slots.
Councillor Gardner returned to the meeting.

Correspondence.                                                                                                            

129/26 The Clerk reminded members that an Armistice Day Meeting has been arranged 
  	on Wednesday, 29th July 2026 at 6.00pm in the Chamber, Brynmawr Institute.
It was agreed to postpone the meeting until the first week of September 2026.

130/26 The Clerk reminded member that Mr David Leech, Strategic Director for Adults 
and Communities will be attending Full Council Meetings to be held on Wednesday, 23 September 2026 and Wednesday, 24 March 2027.
A member said that he has spoken to Mr. Leech who was unaware of the proposal of reducing the number of Councillors in the draft of the Review of Community Boundaries and Electoral Arrangements.
The member also indicated that he stated to Mr. Leech reducing the number of Councillors will not correspond with the EFOS of the BGCBC Deal.Noted.

-4-
131/26	Draft Proposals of the Review of Community Areas and 
Electoral Arrangements.
Members recommendations to be sent before Thursday, 20 August 2026.
Prior to the meeting members received a copy of the Draft Proposals along with Councillor Harrisons response.
It was unanimously agreed to keep the same number of Councillors that sit on the Brynmawr Town Council as all members are volunteers who do not claim any expenses.
It was agreed to use Councillor Harrison email just tweak it to include members comments.

132/26 Correspondence from Councillor Mrs. O.M. Swales – Litter bins on 
Market Square.
It was unanimously agreed that new litter bins are needed on the Market Square as it is the main focal point of Brynmawr.
Borough Members agreed to speak to Officers regarding new bins.
A members informed the meeting that professional teams have been hired deep clean Brynmawr Town soon.

133/26	Correspondence from Councillor Julian Gardner – Council to consider purchasing a buzzer for the main entrance of the Brynmawr Institute.
Councillor Gardner explained that the front door is being locked by members of the Snooker Club on the first floor of the building when they leave while the Clerk is still in the office. Members of the public are unaware that the office is open due to this reason.
It was agreed to install a buzzer at the front entrance of the building which will be connected to the camera in the office. 
It was agreed to contact Central Security and Fire Limited who fitted the camera in the hallway to ask would they link the buzzer at the front entrance to the system.

134/26 Correspondence from the Clerk – Council to consider granting Councillor 
B.M. Sutton a six-month leave of absence due to his indisposition.
It was unanimously agreed to grant Councillor Sutton a six-month leave of absence and to wish him well.
135/26 Correspondence from the Borough Members – redevelopment of Welfare 
Park, Brynmawr.
The Borough members were very pleased to inform the meeting that with regards of the results of the recent Play Assessment £750,000.00 has been granted to be spent on the Welfare Park, Brynmawr.  There will be a public consultation arranged to find out what the public would like to add to the park.
The money must be spent by March 2027 on play equipment for different ages and the infrastructure of the park.

136/26 The Clerk reminded members that a meeting has been arranged with 
Mr. Geraint Price, Practice Manager, Brynmawr, Mr. Lloyd Hambridge, 
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Primary Care and Community Division, Ms.  Justine McCarthy, Primary Care and Community 
Division, Mr. Mark Wells, GP, Mr. Simon Donovan, Aneurin Bevan, Primary Care and Community Division and Ms. Poppy Jones, NHS Wales Management Graduate Programme on Thursday 30 July 2026 at 6:00pm in the Council Chamber at Brynmawr Institute.

Planning Correspondence.

137/26 Planning Application – 16 Beaufort Street, Brynmawr.
Proposed change of use of A1 facility (Retail) to community meeting space D1 use
(non-residential institutions).
The Brynmawr Town Council has no objection to this planning application.
 	
138/26 Planning Application – 60 Beaufort Street, Brynmawr.
Subdivision of ground floor retail premises to create 4 commercial/retail units.  Conversion of first and second floors to six self-contained residential apartments comprising a mix of one- and two-bedroom self-contained apartments. (planning Class C3) and external alterations.
	       Councillor Hodgins declared an interest.
	       The Brynmawr Town Council has no objection to this planning application but 	        has reservations on the extra parking that would be needed for the people who 	        resides in the apartments.
	        Members agreed that the old Board School site would be the perfect place for 	        extra parking which is already desperately needed in the area.

		Reports.

139/26 Proposed Council Meetings for the Brynmawr Town Council from September 
to July 2027.
Report moved and accepted.
		
	
140/26 Special Meeting held with Ms. Alysha Vacara, The Good Shepard Animal Sanctuary held on 24 June 2026.
	Report moved and accepted 

141/26	Special Meeting held with Sergeant Mr. Marc Porter and PC. Rhys Davies held on Thursday, 09 July 2026.
	Report moved and accepted.

142/26	Brynmawr Annual Report 2026 for the year 25/26 to be reviewed, altered, moved and accepted.

143/26	Council to review, approve and accept the Terms of Reference for the Internal Audit 2026/2027.
	Terms of Reference approved and accepted.
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		Clerk’s Monthly Salary.
	
144/26 Council moved payment of the Town Clerk/RFO Salary, Tax, NI, Pension, Employers Contributions (5.3%) plus any meetings outside basic hours (26) for the month of July 2026.  Miss N.J. Williams, Clerk/RFO hours for the month of July 2026:                                          Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 26 basic hours per week plus 2 hours for Full Council Meeting plus 1 hour for Police Meeting and 1 hour for Finance Meeting.  

145/26	Council moved payments of Clerk’s Salary, Tax, N.I, Pension and Employers 	Contributions (5.3%) for the month of August 2026 due to Council being in 	recess and no Full Council Meeting to be held.
Miss N.J. Williams, Clerk/RFO hours for the month of August 2026:                                          Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 26 basic hours per week plus 2 hours for Medical Centre Meeting
Events & Tasks

146/26	Brynmawr in Bloom – it was agreed to agenda this item to the September Meeting so 	that dates can be determined and the public informed of them.

147/26	Charity Walk – all members agreed that the Town Council will go ahead with the 	Charity Walk as it is a wonderful idea, but the route needs to be altered.
It was agreed that Councillor Page works with Councillor Harrison to decide the route 	and stay away from highways if possible.

148/26	Working with Probation Service – Leave on the table for the time being.

149/26	Brynmawr Town Council Christmas Disco – the Clerk said that the date has been secured for the disco.
Council moved that the Clerk pays for selection boxes, raffles and anything needed to be purchased for the disco 


EXEMPT INFORMATION – BY VIRTUE OF PARAGRAPH 1 – SCHEDULE 	12A OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972
	THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS OF A 	CONFIDENTIAL OR PERSONAL NATURE AND IS THEREFORE 	EXCLUSIVE TO MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ONLY.
	(PUBLIC BODIES ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960.


There being no other business, the meeting close at 20.30 hours.

  
Signed ……………………………………………

J.M. Gardner -  Town Mayor.


