BRYNMAWR TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF BRYNMAWR

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday, 24 June 2026 in the Council Chamber, Brynmawr Institute at 6.40pm.

Present:-	Councillors                 J.M. Gardner			(Presiding).
					Mrs. S. Morgan
					Mrs. OM. Swales
Mrs. D. Brown
					R.J. Hill
					W.K. Hodgins
					S.J. Page
					K. Harrison
					

In Attendance:-		Miss. N.J. Williams (Town Clerk/RFO).
      ------------ o0o------------

81/26	Apologies:-		B.M. Sutton, J.M. Sutton, E.M. Hillier, G. Nutt.
.
82/26 The Chair welcomed all members to the June Monthly Meeting of the Town Council.

83/26	Declaration of Interest & Dispensations.
	The Chair reminded members to make declarations of interest at appropriate points on 	the agenda.

84/26	Annual Meeting of the Council held on 20 May 2026.
	Corrections – None.

85/26	Annual Meeting of the Council held on 20 May 2026.
	It was moved and seconded that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council 	held on 20 May 2026 be accepted and approved.

86/26	Monthly Meeting of the Council held on 20 May 2026.
	Corrections – None.

	Matters Arising from the Minutes.
Item 221/25 – Sign in Alma Street, Brynmawr.
A member said that the BGCBC Labour Team have started jobs in the area and the sign should be erected soon.

Item 238/25 – Review of Community Boundaries and Electoral Arrangements.
A discussion took place regarding merging the South Ward of Brynmawr and the North Ward; it was agreed that one ward would be work as Brynmawr is a town but would argue to keep the same number of Councillors (sixteen).
Members of the Brynmawr Town Council do not claim expenses so do not cost the Council anything and wish to stay status quo regarding the number of Councillors to 
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sit on the Council.
It was agreed to discuss this issue in more detail at the arranged Joint Council Meeting to take place on Thursday, 25 June 2026.

Item 16/26 – Working in partnership with the Probation Service.
A member said regarding the BG Deal it could be worthwhile exploring using the Probation Service for free labour and BGCBC could provide the tools.
It was agreed that Councillor Harrison seeks information regarding working with the Probation Service and see if it is possible to meet with them to see if it could be workable.

Item 241/25 – Crawshay House Site, Greenland Road, Brynmawr.
The Clerk informed the meeting that there has been no update received regarding the safety of the area at Darren Felin Road.
A member informed the meeting that Crawshay House is being demolished at the end of July.
A member said that they hope there will be appropriate safety precautions in place for the removal of the asbestos unlike it was during a previous development in a nearby area.

Item 17/26 – Brynmawr Town Council Photo.
A member suggested removing individual photographs off the Town Council Facebook page and replacing it with the group picture.

Item 59/26 – Hanging baskets and flowers for tubs. 
A member asked how much the hanging baskets will cost for around the War Memorial on the Market Square.
A member said that when the Summer Fair departs, he will order hanging baskets and send the invoice to the Clerk.
A member suggested looking to perhaps purchase a water butt to water the plants.
It was agreed to plant the tubs on the railings outside the Rustic Stag Café.
It was also agreed that the Clerk purchases plants, watering cans, gardening tools anything needed to plant the tubs via the Town Councils Visa Debit Card.

Item 61/26 – Advertising the defibrillator on behalf of the Brynmawr Rotary Club.
A member said that the Brynmawr Rugby Club will removing the defibrillator from the building due to not being able to afford the upkeep.  
A member proposed finding a suitable location for it to be relocated. 

87/26	The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 20 May 2026, having been 	circulated, were accepted as a true record.
	
Orders & Requisitions.
88/26	 Mr. Kevin Rose, IAC Audit & Consultancy Ltd, Internal Auditor, – Internal 
	Audit Work completed on 04 June 2026 - £450.30.
	Report by Mr. Kevin Rose in relation to the Council's Internal Control 			Systems 2025/2026.
	The Council moved payment of £450.30.


-3-

89/26 	Melrose IT Solutions – Broadband/Call Charges.
	Council moved payment of £69.00.

90/26	Digital Systems Ltd – quarterly copies used.
	The Clerk informed members that the invoice has not been received yet but is due anytime.
	Council moved for the Clerk to pay the invoice once it has been received.

91/26	Grenke Leasing – Quarterly Fee for the period 01/07/2026 – 30/09/2026. 
	Council moved payment of £298.80.

	Financial Correspondence.

92/26	Prior to the meeting each member received a copy of the Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report – monies spent and remaining from 01/04/2026 to 16/06/2026.
Report accepted and moved.

93/26	Correspondence from Ms. Claire Smith, Childcare and Play Manager, BGCBC.
Council to consider funding play sessions during the summer holidays 2026.
The email stated that Blaenau Gwent Play Team has proudly delivered open access play opportunities for several years.  However, due to limited capacity, they are currently only able to provide 6-8 sessions per week across Blaenau Gwent.
BGCBC would therefore welcome the opportunity to work in partnership with Brynmawr Town Council to deliver weekly play sessions in the area. 
Cost of providing a fully staffed session is £310.00 per session per week.
Cost of providing a fully staffed 5-week summer programme is £1,550.
Cost of providing a fully staffed extended holiday programme is £3,100.
Members unanimously agreed that play is important for children and approved to fund 
a fully staffed 5-week summer programme at a cost of £1,550.

94/26	Correspondence from Councillor Martyn Hillier – Bench on the Railway Path.
A discussion ensued regarding where the site of the proposed bench sits whether the site is in the National Park or Powys.
A member said it is a grey area with regards to the location.  				The member suggested emailing Llanelly Hill Council to ask would they consider placing a bench in the said area.

95/26	The Clerk informed Council that is low on printer paper.
It was agreed that the Clerk orders paper for the printer via the Town Council’s Visa Debit Card.

	Correspondence.

96/26	Prior to the meeting each member was issued with a paper copy of the report by Mr. Kevin Rose, IAC Audit & Consultancy Ltd - Internal Audit 2025/2026, together with the Internal Audit Observations summary along with the Annual Return 2025/2026.  
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The Clerk explained the observation made by Mr. Kevin Rose, which was discussed/reviewed. The Council agreed to forward IAC Audit & Consultancy the 
comment made by the Council regarding his audit observation.   Mr. Rose added that he was pleased to advise no “non-compliances” were identified at this stage that would give rise to a negative response on the statutory Annual Internal Audit Report and expressed his thanks for the assistance provided to him during the Audit by the Clerk.                             
Internal Audit 2025/2026 along with the Internal Auditors Observation was moved 	and accepted.
It was also passed payment of sending External Audit by mail via the Town Councils Visa Debit Card.

97/26	The Council approved the dates set for the Exercise of Public Rights 2025/2026 for year ending 31/03/2026.
Members congratulated the Clerk on all her hard work.

98/26	The Clerk being CiLCA qualified – Members agreed it would be beneficial for the Clerk to be CiLCA qualified and passed to pay for the Clerk to gain her CiLCA qualification as and when she feels ready to begin the course.

99/26	The Internal Audit Observation with regards to the £205.45 fraudulent payments to Amazon the Clerk altered the audit trial and boxes 3 and 6 on the Annual Accounting Statement by -£205.45 from both the audit trial and boxes.
The current Mayor will sign the receipt and payment book where the corrections have been made.
Each member received a copy of all the altered accounts and approved and passed the altered accounts.

100/26	Correspondence received from Councillor Sharon Morgan, Council to discuss Car parks, Bay Painting.
The carpark at Worcester Street, Brynmawr has a sign on the Worcester Street entrance but not on the King Street entrance and all the bays need to be painted.
It was agreed that a letter be sent to Ms. Catherine Rees together with Mr. Mark Hopkins to ask if it would be possible to have the bays repainted and to erect signs on the carpark entrances.

101/26	Removal of the Cash Machine on Market Square.
Members unanimously agreed that it will be nice to see the Cash Machine removed as it spoils the look of the Market Square.

102/26	It was agreed that an update heading be placed on the agenda for reminders of things that need to be complete, organised etc.

103/26	Correspondence from Ms. Maria Mulcahy, South Wales Development Officer – Lack of attendance from the Brynmawr Town Council on the Gwent Valleys Area Committee (Once Voice Wales).
A member said it would be beneficial if the member that was attending could use the set up in the Chamber so that they can join the meeting via Teams.
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The Clerk informed members that who ever wishes to attend will be sent the link to join the meeting prior to it taking place.
It was agreed to make more of a consensus effort for a member to attend the meetings in the future.

104/26	The Clerk reminded members that a meeting with Mr. Geraint T. Price, Practice Manager, Brynmawr Medical Centre has been arranged on Tuesday, 30 June 2026 at 6.00pm in the Council Chambert, Brynmawr Institute.

105/26	The Clerk reminded members that a meeting with Sergeant Marc Porter, Gwent Police has been arranged on Tuesday, 07 July 2026 at 6.00pm in the Council Chambert, Brynmawr Institute.

106/26	Correspondence from Mrs. C. Knowlson, Headteacher, St. Mary’s Church in Wales Primary School stating that Councillor Wayne Hodgins was no longer a Governor at St. Mary’s Church in Wales School and would it be possible to appoint a new Minor Authority Governor from the Brynmawr Town Council to sit on the Board of Governors.  											It was moved and seconded that Councillor Kristian Harrison be appointed as the new Minor Authority Governor for St. Mary’s Church in Wales Primary School.				
107/26	Planning Correspondence – None.

Reports.

108/26	Special Meeting held with Mr. Bill Upham – Terence Garden, Brynmawr Welfare held on Tuesday, 28 May 2026.
A lengthy discussion took place regarding members wanting to see the Terence Garden/Café back to its original purpose.  Members questioned where and what on the £365,000.00 Mr. Upham said Growing Spaces have spent over several years.
A member suggested to write to both Ms. Lyn Sage and Ms. Louise Horner, Estates, BGCBC stating members concerns regarding the conditions of the Lease for Terence Garden, Brynmawr Welfare.

109/26	Annual Report 2025/2026.
It was agreed to agenda this item to the July Meeting.
	
110/26	Fixed Asset Register 2026/2027.
Fixed Asset Register moved and accepted.
	
111/26	Financial Risk Assessment 2026/2027.
	Risk Assessment moved and accepted.
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112/26	Prior to the meeting each member received an up-to-date copy of NALC Standing Orders via email.									The Town Council reviewed and accepted the updated Standing Orders which have been replaced by the Procurement Act.
Standing Orders moved and accepted.


MONTHLY SALARY.

113/26	Council moved payments of Clerks Salary, Tax, NI, Pension and Employer contributions (5.3%) plus any meeting held outside basic hours (26) for the month of May 2026.
Miss N.J. Williams, Clerk/RFO hours for the month of June 2026:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 26 basic hours per week plus 2 hours for Full Council Meeting, 1 hour for Alysha Vacara Meeting, 1 hour for Electoral Boundaries Meeting.

EVENTS & TASKS 

114/26	Brynmawr in Bloom update.
It was agreed to agenda this item for the September Meeting.

115/26	Brynmawr Town Council Charity Cancer Walk 2027.
Councillor Harrison created a draft poster for Brynmawr Town Council 5k Charity Walk on World Cancer Day to be held on 4th February.
Members agreed that it would be a wonderful idea and agreed to agenda it for the September Meeting where plans can be finalised.

116/26	Quotes for a PA System.
It was agreed to ask Brynmawr Radio to rent their PA System for all upcoming events within the year to work out if it would be beneficial for the Brynmawr Town Council to purchase or to just rent a PA System when necessary.
Members agreed that it would be an advantage to purchase some equipment for future events.

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS OF A 	CONFIDENTIAL OR PERSONAL NATURE AND IS THEREFORE 	EXCLUSIVE TO MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ONLY.
	PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960.


117/26	No Exempt correspondence discussed for the month of June 2026.
	
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:20 hours.

	
		 Signed ……………………………………………
			J.M. Gardner  –   Town Mayor.
