BRYNMAWR TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF BRYNMAWR

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday, 20 May 2026 held at the Brynmawr Institute, Market Square at 6.30pm.

Present: -	Councillor		J.M. Gardner			(Presiding).	
					 
W.K. Hodgins
E.M. Hillier
G. Nutt
S.J. Page
K. Harrison 
Mrs. O.M. Swales
Mrs. S. Morgan
J.M. Sutton	

In Attendance: -		    Miss. N.J. Williams (Town Clerk/RFO).
				    
---------------o0o---------------
	
44/26 Apologies: -	B.M. Sutton, R.J. Hill, Mrs. D. Brown.
					
45/26	The Chair welcomed members to the May Monthly Meeting.

47/26	Declaration of Interest & Dispensations.
	The Chair reminded members to make declarations of interest at appropriate 	points on the agenda.

48/26	Corrections – None.
	
Matters Arising from the Minutes.

	Item 221/25 – Sign in Alma Street.
A member asked when will the Alma Street sign be erected.
A member said it is at the depo waiting for the Labour Team to become available. Due to the whether improving it should be soon.
The member agreed to speak to Ms. Nicola Davies, Team Leader Highways and Maintenance, BGCBC to possibly get a date as to when the sign will be put in place.

Item 238/25 – Review of Community Boundaries and Electoral Arrangements.
A member asked whether an update had been received regarding the number of members to sit on the Town Council.
The Clerk informed the member that no update had been received at present and explained that it is long process possibly over 5 years and agreed when any update has been received it will be an item on the agenda.
A member said that Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council has also put in an objection and suggested a meeting be arranged with Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council when any update has been received.
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Item 255/25 – Safe for Town Council Office.
A member informed that Clerk that he could not find the safe he mentioned in the previous meeting.
The Clerk thanked the Member for looking and members unanimously agreed that the Clerk purchases a safe for the office using the Town Council’s Debit Card.

Item 241/25 – Crawshay House Site.
Members agreed that the Site Meeting with Mr. Mark Hopkins, Team Manager – Built Environment, Infrastructure Services went well.                                                                    Mr. Hopkins agreed that a Traffic Order can instantly be put in place to help manage the traffic flow, reduce congestion, and parking restrictions etc.                                   Soon the footpath at Darren Felin Road will be extended which will make it safer for Pedestrians.                                                                                                                                It was agreed that double yellow lines on both sides of the junction and bollards on the footpath are needed which will help to prevent people from parking illegally.
Item 261/25 – Meeting with Mr. Bill Upham, Growing Spaces, Terrance Gardens, Wellfare Park, Brynmawr.
Members said that they have not seen the lease that should have been granted to Growing Spaces when they took over the Terrance Garden area. 
Members agreed when they meet with Mr. Upham to ask for clarification on how the café element for the public and Growing Spaces is going to work.

Item 14/26 – A barrier on the A465 under the Jack Williams Bridge.
A member asked whether the Clerk has received any information from the South Wales Trunk Agency regarding a barrier being placed around the said area.
The Clerk reminded the member that he agreed to forward pictures before she sends the email to the agency as it is hard to explain without photos of the area.
The member agreed to forward the pictures.
Another member said that in his opinion it would be a good idea to write to each Assembly Member regarding the matter to see how active they are.
The member agreed to forward all contact details to the Clerk.

	Item 15/26 – Pavements in Greenland Road, Brynmawr.
A member said that a matrix is currently being developed on Highways and money is coming forward soon to improve pavements etc.
A member said that people are parking on double yellow lines throughout the town and the Police needs to enforce it because people do not listen.
It was agreed to write to the Police Commissioner because a meeting has not been arranged with the Police Sargeant.

Item 16/26 – Working in Partnership with the Probation Service.
Councillor Harrison said that a letter has been sent to the Probation Service regarding working with them to possibly strip, repaint the gates and fence at the Welfare Park, Brynmawr.
Councillor Harrison agreed to keep members updated on the progress.
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Item 17/26 – Brynmawr Town Council Facebook Page.
It was agreed that nothing is uploaded to the Brynmawr Town Council Facebook page without it being brought to the Clerk or being approved through a Full Council Meeting.  
It was agreed to adhere to the Brynmawr Town Council Social Media Policy.

Item 19/26 – Community Interest Company.
Councillor Gardner said that he has draft articles that he will present to Members at the next Full Council Meeting in June explaining how to create a Community Interest Company.  It can be ratified at the next meeting as to whether members wish to go ahead with the proposal or not.
Another member said that there should be some information being sent to the Clerk regarding a pot of money to be spent in Brynmawr.  The members of the public will be able to decide what the money will be spent on and hopefully volunteer to make it happen.
A member said it will be great as the public will see things improving and happening.

Item 22/26 – Trees to be removed in Alma Street.
A member said that the one tree on the application should be removed as it is right outside the resident’s window and probably blocking 90% of the light.
It was agreed that the Clerk chases up the email sent asking whether all the other trees are affecting the water pipes.

49/26	The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 22 April 2026, having been
circulated, were accepted as a true record.

Orders & Requisitions

50/26	Melrose IT – Microsoft 365, Office Applications License and Anti-Virus.      
Council moved payment of £101.23.

51/26 	Melrose IT – Internet Charges & Calls.
Council moved payment of £69.00.

52/26	Grenke Leasing – Documentation fee for new printer.
Council moved payment of £168.00.

 Financial Correspondence.

53/26	Correspondence from Ms. Rhian Hayden, Chief Officer Resources, BGCBC – Play Date in Brynmawr Welfare 01/06/2022.
Council moved payment of £120.00.

54/26 Grenke Leasing – Refund to Brynmawr Town Council for the sum of £71.19 in 
relation to pro-rata equipment protection now the new lease has been upgraded.
Noted.
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55/26	Correspondence from Ms. Alysha Vacara, The Good Shepard Animal Sanctuary.
Ms. Vacara is asking Council to consider support towards a Masquerade Fundraiser Night date to be confirmed to raise funds and awareness for the sanctuary.
The support for the project would be in the form of a small grant, venue support or any guidance Members could offer. 
All members agreed that no grant could be given to support Ms. Vacara without land being sought for the Animal Sanctury.
It was agreed to offer support once she has the land for the project.
It was also agreed to request her to come and meet with members of the Town Council prior to the next Full Council Meeting in June.

56/26 	Council to agree to the Clerk purchasing a new shredder for the office.
It was agreed that the Clerk purchase a new shredder for the office via the Town Council’s Debit Card.

57/26	Digital Systems – PDI/Installation fee for Used Olivetti MF259 plus delivery.
Council moved payment of £100.00 (one off payment).

58/26	Digital Systems – Final Mono and Colour copies from old printer and Document Administration Setup for period 06/05/2026 – 05/05/2031.
Council moved payment of £81.30.

59/26	Brynmawr Town Council to purchase hanging baskets for around lamppost on Market Square and flowers for the 3 tubs.
It was agreed to purchase hanging baskets for around the lamppost on the Market Square and flowers for the 3 tubs after the Summer Fair leaves town in June via the Town Council’s Visa Debit Card if necessary.

Correspondence.
Correspondence received from Councillor Kristian Harrison:
60/26	Brynmawr in Bloom.                                                                                          Councillor Harrison said that the Town Council could advertise Brynmawr in Bloom starting 01 June where residents/businesses can enter the competition by planting flowers, window displays and hanging baskets etc then around mid-July members of the Town Council could visit each garden and business or photos could be forwarded to choose a 1st, 2nd and 3rd and grant them a price.					   All member unanimously agreed that it is a wonderful idea and to plan it for next year to give people chance to prepare their gardens etc. it was agreed to agenda it for September Meeting then to advertise it on the Brynmawr Town Council Face book page in readiness for next year.							     A member suggested nearer the time to have a banner made advertising Brynmawr in Bloom.                                                                                                                             A member said that there are 3 large stone planters available which could be placed in the Welfare Park.
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61/26	Advertising the defibrillator on behalf of Rotary.                                                  All members unanimously agreed to advertise the defibrillator on the Town Council’s Website on behalf of the Brynmawr Rotary Club.
62/26	Cancer Walk / Colour Run event.                                                                                 All members agreed it would be great to organise a Cancer Walk or Colour Run event to raise money for possibly “In the Pink “or “Hospice of the Valleys” which has helped many local families.  A member said perhaps shorter distance for children such as the Welfare Park and longer distance for more experienced runners around the pond.                                                                                           			      A member asked what date it would be arranged for and suggested if it is not too late maybe through the Summer Holidays when the children are off school.  Councillor Harrison said that the organisation provides all the supplies needed such as paint etc. and safeguard the event. 					    			     A member said it would be great to organise a Colour Run, but Brynmawr Town Council will need to make sure it is not going to clash with any other local town event.
63/26	Grant for a PA system.                                                                                         Councillor Harrison said that in his opinion owning a PA system would be an advantage for events such as the Cancer Walk/Colour Run even Armistice Day and has priced a rechargeable system with ten hours battery life for around £700.00.          A discussion ensued regarding different PA systems and prices, and it was agreed to get another two quotes before considering purchasing a system.
64/26	Correspondence received from Mr. Chris Ashman, Place Planning Consultant.      Prior to the meeting each member received an email with a link to the draft Blueprint Growth – working on a better future to view.                                                                                 Members who wish to forward comments must do so by 30th June 2026.                        A discussion ensued regarding members comments to be sent via the link regarding the Blueprint Growth in Blaenau Gwent.  Councillor Harrison said he has drafted a response and asked would members like to send it as a collective or he sends it as an individual member.                                                                                                             The Chair said that the link has been sent to all members and in his opinion, members should send their comments as individuals.                                                                  The Clerk asked Councillor Harrison to send a copy of his reply to the office so she can forward it to all members so there will not be any duplication.                                                   A member added companies want to come to the area but there are not enough units to facilitate them at present.                                                                                                      A member said that the Senedd is struggling to bring new ventures into Wales and the Blueprint could be a new avenue for the growth and development that is needed.         A member said that a Dragon on the Milfraen Mountain would be great and in their opinion, tourism need to be encouraged to the area. The member stated that the Griffin Hotel could be transformed into a boujee hotel providing a place to stay for visitors.                                                                                                                                Another member added that cavers and rock climbers come here from outside the area and there is nowhere in Brynmawr for them to book and stay.                                                     A member added that there is no parking in Brynmawr and stated that the Board 
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School site would be ideal.                                                                                                     A member said that when people see things starting to develop, they will be more positive with regards the area and town.                                                                                                       Councillor Page said that it is great to see Councillor Harrisons positivity and fresh ideas which is achievable.                                                                                                 A member agreed and said because we have lived here and been promised so much everyone has lost confidence in anything materialising.
65/26	The Clerk reminded members that a meeting has been arranged with Mr. Bill Upham on Thursday, 28 May 2026 in the Council Chamber, Brynmawr Institute at 2.00pm. Noted.
.      	 Planning Correspondence

66/26 Planning Application – Blaen Y Cwm Primary School – 4 proposed containers 
to be used for x1 for Storage, x1 for Big Bocs Bwyd, x2 to be used for the school and school community use.
The Brynmawr Town Council has no objection to this Planning Application.

67/26 	Planning Application – Revised Description of development.
West End Garage George Street, Brynmawr.
Outline planning application for the development of a new three-bedroom residential dwelling.
The Brynmawr Town Council has no objection to this Planning Application.

Reports.
68/26	Prior to the meeting members received a copy of the Brynmawr Town Council Employment and Staffing Committee Terms of Reference.
Members adopted and approved the Brynmawr Town Council Employment and Staffing Terms of Reference for 26/27.

69/26	Prior to the meeting members received a copy of the Brynmawr Town Council social media Policy.
Members adopted and approved the Brynmawr Town Council social media Policy for 26/27.

70/26	Prior to the meeting each member received a copy of the Brynmawr Town Council 
Model Financial Regulations 2026/2027 to review via email.
	Members reviewed and passed the Model Financial Regulations 2026/2027.

71/26 Prior to the meeting each member received a copy of the Brynmawr Town 
Council review of Standing Orders for the financial year 2026/2027 via email.
Members reviewed and passed the Model Financial Regulations 2026/2027.

72/26 	Prior to the meeting each member received a hard copy of the following Terms 
of Reference for each committee:
Brynmawr Town Council Allotment Committee Terms of Reference 2026/2027.
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Members reviewed and passed the Allotment Committee Terms of Reference.

73/26 	Brynmawr Town Council Finance Committee Terms of Reference 2026/2027.
Members reviewed and passed the Finance Committee Terms of Reference.

74/26	Brynmawr Town Council Events & Tasks Committee Terms of Reference 2026/2027.
Members reviewed and passed the Events & Tasks Committee Terms of Reference.

Monthly Salary.

75/26 	Council moved payments of Clerks Salary, Tax, NI, Pension and Employer contributions (5.3%) plus any meeting held outside basic hours (26) for the month of May 2026.
Miss N.J. Williams, Clerk/RFO hours for the month of May 2026:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 26 basic hours per week plus 2 hours for Full Council Meeting.

Events & Tasks.

76/26	It was agreed to agenda the Cancer Run/Colour Run for the June Meeting.

77/26	The Clerk said that she had been in touch with Ms. Sharon Cargill Gapper, Play Sufficiency Officer, Young People and Families Directorate regarding the Town Council funding a Play Day at Brynmawr Welfare Park during the Summer Holidays but is out of office until tomorrow.

78/26 It was agreed to arrange an Armistice Day Event Meeting in July.

79/26 Councillor Page said that he would come to fix the Chamber door in the morning.
It was agreed that if any materials needed to fix the door had to be purchased the Clerk would transfer money back to Councillor Page.

	
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS OF A 	CONFIDENTIAL OR PERSONAL NATURE AND IS THEREFORE 	EXCLUSIVE TO MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ONLY.
	PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960.

80/26 No Exempt correspondence discussed for the month of May 2026.
	

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19.50 hours.

	
		
Signed ……………………………………………
				J.M. Gardner – Town Mayor.

