BRYNMAWR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday, 22 April 2026 held at the Council Chamber, Market Square, Brynmawr at 6.00pm.

Present:-	Councillors		Mrs. O.M. Swales		(Presiding).
				 	S.J. Page 
				            E.M. Hillier
	R. J. Hill
	Mrs. S. Morgan
W.K. Hodgins
J.M. Gardner
K. Harrison 
					
In Attendance: -		Nicola. J. Williams	(Town Clerk/RFO).

------------o0o------------

01/26	Apologies were given on behalf of Councillors G. Nutt, J.M. Sutton, B.M. Sutton,
							     Mrs. D. Brown.

02/26	The Chair welcomed members to the April Meeting of the Town Council.

03/26	Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
	The Chair reminded members to make declarations of interest at appropriate 	points on the agenda.

04/26 Monthly Meeting of the Council held on 25 March 2026.

05/26	Corrections – None.

	Matters Arising from the Minutes.
Item 219/25 –  SPF Funding granted by the Blaenau Gwent Welsh Policy Team from the Welsh Government.
The Clerk informed Members that the SPF Funding could not be spent on a Town Council sign with information both in English and Welsh.
The Clerk purchased blow up daffodils, bunting and handheld flags in readiness for next years St. Davids Day at a cost of £76.96 leaving £190.99 to be sent back to the Welsh Government as surplus SPF Funding.
Council moved payment of £190.99 to be refunded to BGCBC.

	Item 221/25 – Sign in Alma Street, Brynmawr.
A member said that the signs are at the depo waiting to be erected including one to be placed in Alma Street where the trees are missing.
A member said that officers have a schedule of works regarding signage, trees etc. and the work will commence soon.

Item 238/25 – Review of Community Boundaries and Electoral Arrangements.
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A member asked whether an update has been received regarding the Boundaries and Electoral Arrangements.
The Clerk said that no update has been received and will inform members once she has received any information on the matter.  

Item 241/25 – Crawshay House Development.
A member said that children are still accessing the Crawshay House Site, Greenland Road.  The member said that the site is supposed to be secured as it is dangerous for children to be able to enter the site.
It was agreed that a letter be sent to R and M Willimas and copy in Ms. Helena Hunt, Policy Team, Community Safety, BGCBC to secure the site stopping children accessing the derelict building.
It was agreed to meet with Mr. Mark Hopkins, Team Manager, Built Environment Infrastructure Services, BGCBC on Thursday, 5 May 2026 at 3pm to discuss the dangers of the junction at Darren Fellin Road, Brynmawr.

Item 255/25 – Safe from Orchard Street, Community Centre.
A member asked whether the safe was still at the Orchard Street Community Centre.
A member said that unfortunately children broke into the centre and the safe got damaged as the children kicked it off the wall.
Councillor Page said that he will check if he has a safe the Town Council could have for the Office.
It was agreed to purchase a new safe if Councillor Page dose not have a safe to give to the Council.

	Item 260/25 – The Good Shepard Animal Sanctury.
The Clerk read out an email from Ms. Alysha Vacara, Founder, The Good Shepard Animal Sanctuary.
The email stated that following Members advice regarding the land at Ben Wards Fields.  Unfortunately, Ms. Vacara was informed that the site is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and forms part of a special landscape area.
Ms. Vacara thanked Members for their support and will continue to search for a suitable piece of land.
A member said that Lapwings nest there and that could be the reason for the SSSI.
Members agreed if there was another piece of land they could think of, they will email the Clerk so that she will pass it on to Ms. Vacara.
Letter noted.

Item 261/25 – Meeting with Mr. Bill Upham, Growing Spaces, Terrence Garden, Welfare Park, Brynmawr.
The Clerk said that she had received an email copied to Councillor W. K. Hodgins from Mr. Upham stating that he has a potential funding opportunity for Terrence Gardens that would support the Café element at the site.  Mr. Upham asked could he 
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mention that the Brynmawr Town Council supports the development of the Café area at the Terrence Garden site.
Councillor Hodgins replied to the email stating that the Town Council is fully supportive of the funding opportunity to reinstate a café provision at the site. 
Brynmawr Town Council understands that the café would never sustain the ongoing overheads so both Growing Spaces and the Town Council must find a compromise to facilitate what the garden was initially designed for.
A member said that if Mr. Upham established the Terrence Garden during Covid was it meant to be permanent or temporary?  Has Mr. Upham got a business plan? What would happen to the site if Mr. Upham decides to retire, is there a plan in place for when this occurs?
Numerous questions were suggested to ask Mr. Upham at a future meeting.
A member said the best plan would be a shared service where the facility will be open for Growing Spaces and the public certain days of the week.
The Clerk said that Mr. Upham is happy to meet with the Brynmawr Town Council and members agreed to ask would he be available to meet on Thursday, 28 May 2026 at 2.00pm.

Item 262/25 – Fly tipping at the old Tec Weld Site.
A member asked has there been any movement of the waste.
A member said that whoever wins the Auction at the end of May 2026 knows that they need to clear all the contaminated waste.
An auction is the only way out, if the current owner was taken to Court, it could take five to seven years.

06/26 The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 25 March 2026, having 
been circulated, were accepted as a true record.

	Orders & Requisitions.

07/26	Information Commissioners Office – Renew Registration 2026/2027.
	Council moved payment of £52.00 via the Town Council’s Visa Debit Card.

08/26	Melrose IT Solutions – Broadband and line rental for the period 01/04/2026 – 30/04/2026.
	Council moved payment of £69.00.

09/26	Grenke Leasing Ltd – Quarterly Fee for the period 01/04/2026 to 30/06/2026.
	Council moved payment of £270.00.

10/26	Renewal of Membership for One Voice Wales 2026/2027.
	Council moved payment of £1,201.00.

Financial Correspondence.
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11/26 Prior to the meeting, each member received a copy of the Brynmawr Town 	Council’s Financial Statement – Receipts & Payments Statement – Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/2026.
It was unanimously agreed to move and accept the reports.
Members thanked the Clerk for her hard work in preparing all correspondence needed for the Audit 2025/2026.
A member suggested getting an independent valuation on the painting of the Clerk that is listed on the assets page of the Financial Statements and possibly selling it on the Open Market or to a museum as it has not been hang since the Council moved from Orchard Street Community Centre.
It was agreed to move payment of postage for the Internal Audit to ICA Consultancy Ltd, Wiltshire via the Town Council’s Visa Debit Card.
	
12/26	The Annual Return 2025/2026 will be presented to Council after the Internal Audit has been completed on instructions by the External Auditors Wales Audit Office.
	Moved.

13/26 Council to consider the Clerk purchasing a new hover and urn for use in the Office 
and Chamber 
It was agreed that the Clerk purchase a new hover and urn via the Town Council’s Visa Debit Card.

	Correspondence.

14/26 Correspondence received from Councillor Hillier – Barrier on the A465 under the 
Jack Williams Bridge.
Members agreed that a safety barrier is needed on the A465 under the Jack Williams Bridge.
It was agreed that Councillor Hillier send pictures into the Clerk so that she can forward them with an email to the South Wales Trunk Agency.
A member also agreed to speak with Jess from Active Travel to seek some possible funding.

15/26 Correspondence received from Councillor Hillier – the pavements in Greenland 
Road and Alma Street, Brynmawr.
A member said that the pavements are down to stone dust below the level of curb.
Another member said that officers have marked out the potholes in the area, but work is yet to be done.
A member said that there is major work planned in the Greenland Road area to start soon.
A member reminded members to use the Blaenau Gwent app to report the issues, they are usually seen to within two days.

16/26 Correspondence received from Councillor Harrison – Members thoughts on exploring 
the opportunities to work in partnership with the Probation Service.
All members unanimously agreed to explore using the Probation Service to improve the town.
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A member said it is a great idea to use the Probation Service especially as services of the Local Authority is changing, the Probation team could play an integral role.
A member said that a project needs to be submitted to the Probation Team and asked for any suggestions. 
A member suggested the Welfare Park gates and fence that desperately needs to be striped and painted.
Another member said that Abertillery has done a similar project where Ms. Karen Williams, Town Centre Manager, residents and the Probation Service worked together and painted several of the shop fronts.
A member said if the service is available then it should be pursued.
A member said that the Town Council should not go to Ms. Karen Williams for parks as she is Town Centre so the Probation Service would be the best avenue to go down.
It was agreed that Councillor Harrison writes to the Probation Service to ask if it would be possible for a Probation Team to strip and repaint the gates and fence at the Welfare Park.

17/26 Correspondence received from Councillor Harrison – Brynmawr Town 
Council Facebook page. 
It was agreed that all correspondence uploaded to the Brynmawr Town Council Facebook page be passed through either the Town Clerk/RFO (Proper Officer) or through the next Full Council Meeting.

18/26 Council to consider a simple document being drawn up explaining to the Public 
what funding is received and how and what it must be specifically spent on.
It was agreed that when the Town Council or Borough Council receives any funding for specific events etc. a simple explanation for the public to be placed on Facebook of where the funding has been received from and what it specifically needs to be spent on.

19/26	Council to consider forming a Community Interest Committee as discussed during the meeting held with Councillor. Tommy Smith and Guests – A way to access additional funding.
It was agreed that a meeting be arranged so that Councillor Gardner can explain how to form a Community Interest Company so that funding to work on projects can be accessed which the Town Council cannot apply for and to go through the pros and cons of a Community Interest Company 
A meeting to be arranged.

20/26	Brynmawr Town Council Photograph have been arranged for Monday, 27 April 2026 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber, Brynmawr Institute.
Noted.

21/26 Blaenau Gwent Connect – Front page.
A member was disappointed of the layout of the Blaenau Gwent Connect Leaflet as Brynmawr Market Square was obliterated and placed in the corner hardly visible.
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A member agreed to speak to the Blaenau Gwent Coms Team to ask if the layout of the principle five towns could be altered.

Planning Correspondence.

22/26 	Planning Application – Alma Street.
TG1 – Lime, Sycamore: Remove Sycamore close to ground level and treat stump with herbicide to inhibit regrowth. (Height 8m) (Canopy 5.7m)(DBH 60cm)TG2 – Cypress, Juniper: Remove close to ground level. (Height 6m)(Canopy 2.3m) (DBH 2CM) T6 – Ash: Remove close to ground level and treat stumps with
herbicide to inhibit regrowth. (Height 10m)(Canopy 7m)(DBH 130CM).
Members would like clarification on whether all the four trees that need to be removed are affecting the water pipes.

23/26	Planning application – Dignity Funerals Limited.
Outline planning permission for one 2 bed dwelling on vacant site at West end garage, George Street, Brynmawr.
	The Brynmawr Town Council has no objection to this planning application.

Reports.

24/26	Special Meeting held with Councillor Tommy Smith, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member Neighbourhood and Environment Services, Ms. Sue Edmunds, Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Families and Mr. David Watkins, Street Scene Team Manager to discuss the allocation of funding for local parks held on Tuesday, 31 March 2026.
Report moved.

Salary.

25/26	Council moved payment of the Town Clerk/RFO Salary, Tax, NI, Pension, Employers Contributions (5.3%) plus and meeting outside basic hours (26) for the month of April 2026.
Miss N.J. Williams, Clerk/RFO hours for the month of April 2026:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 26 basic hours per week plus 2 hours for Full Council Meeting plus 1 hour for Special Meeting with Councillor Tommy Smith.  

26/26	Town Clerk/RFO Contract of Employment to be passed and backdated to 25 February 2026.     
Prior to the meeting members were given a copy of the Town Clerks Contract where it was agreed to have it ratified and backdated to February for the upcoming Internal and 
External Audit 2025/2026.
 
Events & Tasks 
27/26	Members agreed to ask Sharon Cargills team would it be possible for 
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the Town Council to pay for a play date in the Welfare Park during the Summer Holidays.
It was also suggested to quote and possibly book the Youth Club Bus.
A member said that the Youth Club Bus is a great suggestion as there is some funding issues at the moment regarding this facility.











THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS OF A CONFIDENTIAL OR PERSONAL NATURE AND IS THEREFORE EXCLUSIVE TO MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ONLY.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960.


28/26	No exempt correspondence to be discussed for the month of April 2026.





There being no other business, the meeting closed at 19.50 hours.
		

		    Signed……………………………………………

			Councillor O.M. Swales (Town Mayor)





