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Meet our Town Mayor 2025/2026
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Councillor Hodgins remained Town Mayor Brynmawr during the Financial Year 2024/2025.  During this period Councillor Hodgins was granted £800.00 Mayors Allowance which he kindly donated to the following Organisations/Clubs/Charities etc:
Brynmawr Rotary Club – Christmas Hamper Fund £100.00.
L.J. Danter – upgrading of St. Marys Church Yard project - £100.00.
Mr. Ian Reynolds, Veterans Association - Walk to Pen-y-Fan Mountain - £100.00
Market Hall Cinema – 30 Child Tickets - £105.00. 
Bushido Community – Brynmawr Orchard Street Community Centre - £100.00
Smart Deli - Welsh Cakes for St. Davids Event - £60.00.
Brynmawr Foundation School - Donation - £100.00.
Brynmawr Town Council has been very fortunate to have Councillor Hodgins as a Member (Mayor for the financial years 2023/2024, 2024/2025) he has served and supported the Community and has attended many local events/engagements over the years on behalf of the Town Council.
During the Annual Meeting where it was moved and seconded that Councillor Mrs. Olwen Swales (Deputy Mayor for the financial year 2024/2025) became Mayor for the year 2025/2026.  Councillor Swales along with all members thanked Councillor Hodgins for all his hard work, help and support he has provided over the years working hard for the Town and hopes for his continued support.  Councillor Hodgins thanked his fellow Councillors for giving up their valuable time, especially at events also helping to make the town a better place and hopes that all Members continue to work together to support and care for those around.
About this report 
This report sets out the activities, events, donations etc. that the Brynmawr Town Council has/will undertake during the financial year 2025-2026 to contribute to the economic, social and well-being of the town of Brynmawr and its residents.   It also provides a brief outline of what the Council does and contact details.

About Brynmawr Town Council         
Brynmawr Town Council is the local council for Brynmawr.  The Council at present has ten members covering two wards North and South.  
Each year in May the Council elects a Mayor who represents the Town Council at events throughout the year.  This year 2025-2026 the Mayor is Councillor Mrs Olwen Swales.  The Town Council is supported by a small team consisting of two staff members Miss. Nicola J. Williams, Town Clerk/RFO and Mrs Angela C. Davies, Assistant Town Clerk who are based in the Brynmawr Institute, Market Square, Brynmawr, Ebbw Vale NP23 4AJ.
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The Town Council gets almost all its funds from its precept.  This is an additional amount added to the Council Tax bills based on the Town Council’s estimated expenditure.  For the Financial year 2025/2026 the Council’s precept was £50,000.00.  Brynmawr Town Council’s expenditure includes paying for services, supporting local events, and awarding grants.
The Town Council’s main responsibilities include:
· Awarding grants to local groups and charities.

· Supporting the Scare on the Square event.                                                                                                                                                                                     

· Brynmawr Town Centre Partnership – Switching on Christmas lights event.

· Wales Air Ambulance.

· Purchasing hanging baskets for around the War Memorial.

· Maintaining the War Memorial.

· Supporting local events and festivals.

· Providing free events in the town – Christmas disco, Play days during holidays at the Brynmawr Welfare Park.

· Rent and maintain the Brynmawr Allotments Gardens.

· Fund local food banks.

· Award a grant towards Armistice Day refreshments.

· Donate each year to the Earl Haig Poppy Appeal.
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So, what have the Town Council accomplished from 01 April 2025?
Celebrated 80th Anniversary VE Day on Sunday, 03 May 2025.                                                   The event commenced at 12.00 where there were three military vehicles present, face painter, Punch & Judy, Cabaret Singer and much more.  Many people turned up and enjoyed the day.
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Free Town Council Events which contribute to the Adults, Children and
Young People of Brynmawr Town.

Brynmawr Town Council has an events Committee where all members of the Town Council meet and discuss events they would like to hold throughout the year.  The D-day Event held was the first of hopefully many events the Town Council will hold to bring residents together.
The Town Council will be holding something for the children during the School Holidays possibly a Teddys Bear Picnic or summer disco with face painter which is yet to be confirmed.
Brynmawr Christmas Disco –The Brynmawr Town Council Christmas Disco will take place at the Brynmawr Social Club during the month of December where the children receive a free selection box, and the adults receive a raffle ticket to win a prise.
Many of our Councillors including staff are school Governors and continue to support the development of these schools.
Planning
Brynmawr Town Council has a Planning & Urgent Matters Committee takes place during the end of Full Council Meetings which consists of all Members of the Council and the minutes are discussed and approved at the following meeting.  Any comments and objections are then forwarded to the Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council.

Finance 
Brynmawr Town Council has a Finance Committee which consists of nine Councillors who meets quarterly where applications from various groups/organisations and all other financial correspondence are discussed. Recommendations are presented to the Full Council for approval.
How are we becoming a more responsive Town Council.
The Town Council has a redesigned website which is accessible for most people to use.  The Town Council has also set up a Facebook page.  Information of all Council meetings, Councillors contact details, local information and all reports are available on the website.
Brynmawr Town Council holds regular meetings with the Aneurin University Health Board, Blaenau Gwent Police, Local A.M and P.M and various other organisations and groups.
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