BRYNMAWR TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF BRYNMAWR

Special Meeting with Sergeant Marc Porter and PC Rhys Davies, Ward Manager, Gwent Police held on Thursday, 9th July 2026 in the Council Chamber, Brynmawr Institute at 6.00pm.

Present:-	Councillors		R.J. Hill 			(Chair).
					W.K. Hodgins
					Mrs. O.M. Swales
					S.J. Page
					K. Harrison 
					G. Nutt
	
					
									
In Attendance:-		      	Miss. N.J. Williams	    (Town Clerk/RFO).
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	Apologies:-	E.M. Hillier, B.M. Sutton, J.M. Sutton, J.M. Gardner,
			Mrs. D. Brown.

The Chair welcomed both guests to the meeting and thanked them for giving their time to meet with Members of the Brynmawr Town Council.  
The Chair asked Sergeant Porter to give members an update on what is being carried out around Brynmawr regarding Policing.
Sergeant Porter said that Anti-social behaviour is increasing in the area which have resulted in more people reporting on the online system where data collected allows the Police to target the issues where the anti-social behaviour is being committed.
Sergeant Porter said that off road bikes is still a major issue within the town.
Sergeant Porter said that operation Alliance finally closed three weeks ago which was a success with eight people arrested for drink-driving offence and five stolen vehicles were received.  With people reporting theft of vehicles in Blaenau Gwent has reduced the crime by 13% compared to last year.  These operations work resulting in cars being seized that were driven without valid insurance and three of them that were being driven in an anti-social manner. 
A Task Force Meeting has been held with partners on how to stop youths offending which has resulted in a four-letter rule, once a youth has received four letters a criminal behavioural referral will be issued which has worked.
By working closely with the public, the Local Authority partners and key community figures Officers gain an understanding of the publics concerns which allows them to put measures in place to respond effectively to short or long-tern problems which affects the area and the public.
Some facilities/operations are no longer needed as the issues have been resolved in the problem areas.
Parking is an issue but a low-risk issue resulting in the other problems being prioritised over parking.
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Parking is a shared matter with BGCBC such as yellow lines etc. Sergeant Porter advised members to speak to Mr. Mark Hopkins, Team Manager – Built Environment Infrastructure Services, BGCBC regarding parking in Beaufort Street.
Both guests encouraged members to report problems via the Gwent Police website which can be done anonymously.
A member said that the public needs to know from the Police that if they report an issue they can do it anonymously.  The member said that people are afraid to report drug problems in the vicinity as they worry about the consequences.
Sergeant Porter said that Gwent Police are currently working on a lot of leads. With regards to drugs the issue is supply and demand it moves around you solve it in one area it moves to the next.
A member said cars are speeding in the King Street area and Alma Street, Brynmawr.
Sergeant Porter said that GoSafe Wales which is the Wales Road Casualty Reduction Partnership came to the area but there was not enough data recorded of the speeding for them to act on the problem.
Sergeant Porter asked members to inform the public to report the registration numbers of the vehicles to the Police so they can put a mark on the car and pick it up from the CCTV.
The local PCSO’s along with GoSafe Wales could organise a speed operation day in the said areas.
A member informed the guests that the parking in Beaufort Street causes people with prams etc. to have to walk on the road.
Sergeant Porter said that the Speed Operation Day could also be carried out in Beaufort Street.
A member said that during a meeting with Mr. Mark Hopkins Ballards were discussed to have erected in lower Beaufort Street which will be an advantage as there is a Soft Play area opening soon.
A member asked about the rough sleepers outside shops at the Retail Park.  
PC Davies said that rough sleeping is no longer an offence.
A member asked if a person needed help would they be able to go to the Police Stations in Brynmawr.
PC Davies said there is no reception at the Police Station members of the public should use the yellow phone outside the building to contact the Officers.
A member asked what happens to stray dogs if they are taken to the Police Station.
Sergeant Porter said that stray dogs are not a Policing Matter and has never known anyone to take them to the station.
Sergeant Porter said that operation Atal is continuously running which includes GoSafe working together with local Public Services and Local Authorities while engaging with the public.  Sessions have been used to work with all road users including horse riders and children.
Atal is operational work at the roadside; people are monitored driving above speed limits and not wearing seat belts etc. will be stopped by the Police.
They are given an option of attending an educational session with the Fire Service or accepting a fixed penalty. 
A member asked are the cameras in operation in Brynmawr and are they monitored.
Sergeant Porter said that the footage on the cameras is not monitored constantly but they will put in a request to see the footage if they have reason to believe an issue has been picked up on them.
A link will be sent straight to the Officers where the footage can be downloaded.
A member said perhaps some signs can be purchased informing the public that the cameras are recording.
A member said the anti-social behaviour regarding youngsters driving motorbikes, cars etc. around McDonalds car park and the roundabout is out of hand some days.
PC. Davies said that they watch the culprits, follow them to see where they live and then knock on their doors which has resulted in several bikes been recently crushed.
Sergeant Porter informed members that there will be one more PSCO joining the team in January.
The Chair thanked the guests for attending the meeting with the members of the Brynmawr Town Council.
 
Meeting closed at 7.00pm.
