BRYNMAWR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday, 21 January 2026 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber, Brynmawr Institute, Market Square, Brynmawr.

	Present: -	Councillors    	Mrs. O.M. Swales			(Presiding).	
	 				J. M. Sutton			
					K. Harrison
					S. Page 
					E. M. Hillier
				            Mrs. S. Morgan
					G. Nutt
					R. Jones
					J.M. Gardner
					W.K. Hodgins
					
In Attendance: -	Miss. N.J. Williams	(Town Clerk/RFO).
 
					---------------o0o---------------

  198/25 Apologies: -	 	Mrs. A.C. Davies (Administrative Assistant), 
				R.J. Hill, B.M. Sutton, Mrs. D. Brown.

 199/25 The Chair welcomed members to the January Meeting.

200/25 Declaration of Interest & Dispensations.
	The Chair reminded members to make declarations of interest at appropriate points on the 	agenda.
	
201/25 Monthly Meeting of the Council held on 10 December 2025.

202/25 The Chair and Members welcomed Councillor Simon Page to his first meeting of 
the Brynmawr Town Council.
	
203/25 Corrections – None.
	
	Matters Arising from the Minutes.

	Item 105/25 Terence Garden, Welfare Park.
	The Clerk read an email from Mr. Bill Upham, Terence Garden.  Mr. Upham said he would 	be more than happy to attend a meeting with members of the Brynmawr Town Council at the 	end of February if possible.  
	Mr. Upham said that he has completed his actions and pulled together a plan from 01 April 	2026 to open the Terence Garden Café for the public.  He has met with Ms. Alyson Hoskins and 	has made ABUHB aware of discussions.
	Mr. Upham said that he would like to meet with Councillor Wayne Hodgins and Councillor 	Julian Gardner prior to the main meeting so he can understand some of the discussions around 	existing provision etc.  
	Both Councillors agreed that the Full Council should be addressed at every stage and there 
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would be no need for a pre-meeting with Mr. Upham.  
It was agreed that the Clerk send possible dates to meet with Mr. Upham towards the end of 
February. 
It was also agreed that an email be sent to Ms. Sue Edmunds, Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Families along with Councillor Tommy Smith, Cabinet Member Neighborhood and Environment services to a meeting to discuss the allocation of the Money to be spent on parks in Blaenau Gwent.

Item 118/25 – Mayors Board.
It was agreed that the Clerk contacts Smart Signz to find out when they are in the area to collect the Mayors Board.

Item 117/25 – Skip for the Allotments Gardens.
A member suggested seeking a quote from Fab Waste, Brynmawr as in his opinion he thinks they would be a cheaper alternative.
A member said that three quotes should be sought after for any purchase.
The Clerk informed the members that the skip was urgently needed and opted for the quickest option at the time and agreed to seek quotes elsewhere in the future.

Item 148/25 – Poor state of properties in Beaufort Street.
A member said that the Post Office is currently receiving a major refit which should be completed within the next two weeks.
A member said that it would be beneficial to have a few Members of the Brynmawr Town Council sitting on the Tai Calon’s Board of Directors.
A member asked when the giant balls hanging above the center of Beaufort Street are being removed.
A member said they are due to be removed, and the wire/cabling will be retained to enhance the Christmas lights.

Item 114/25 – Christmas Light Switch On 2025.
The Chair and Members congratulated Councillor Hodgins on the wonderful job that was done on the Christmas Lights.

Item 145/25 – Presentation Evening.
The Clerk reminded Members that the Presentation Evening will be held on Thursday, 29th January 2026 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber, Brynmawr Institute.

Item 176/25 – Brynmawr Town Council Christmas Disco.
Members said that the Brynmawr Town Council Christmas Disco was well attended and had a great night.
Members thanked the Clerk for arranging the disco.
A member suggested that perhaps members would like to put money in a kitty towards prices for next year’s Christmas Disco.
The Clerk asked Councillor Gardner would he forward Ms. Michaela Morris’s telephone number so that she could thank her for the wonderful prize she donated for the raffle.
It was agreed that a letter be sent to Ms. Michaela Morris.
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Item 191/25 – Wreaths for Armistice Day 2025.
A member asked the Clerk to forward the Town Council’s Bank Account Details so that he can pass them onto Mr. Evan Hall, Brynmawr Football Club so that he can transfer the money for Wreaths.
	It was agreed that next year Local Organisations can purchase Wreaths directly from the RBL.

	Item 195/25 – Community Meeting at Tabor Chapel, The Deal.
The Clerk reminded members that an Engagement Meeting with Community Groups in person has been arranged to discuss the Blaenau Gwent Deal.
The Meeting will take place on Friday, 30 January 10.00am – 11.30am on the First Floor Meeting Room, Tabor Centre (Tabor Baptist Chapel), 18 Davies Street, Brynmawr, NP23 4AD.

204/25 The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 10 December 2025, having been 	circulated, were accepted as a true record.

Orders & Requisitions.
205/25 Melrose IT Solutions Ltd – Broadband/Calls (Jan 25).
Council moved payment of £69.00.

206/25 SLCC – Membership fee 2026/2027.
	A member asked the Clerk to explain who the SLCC are and what do they provide.
The Clerk SLCC provide support for Clerks with a team of experienced, expert advisors who can be contacted via telephone or email for answers to queries.  
Access to best practice advice documents on a range of topics.
A bi-monthly magazine is received called ‘The Clerk’ packed with advice and information. 
Clerks can Attend training courses for a reduced rate.  
	Council moved payment of £202.00.

Financial Correspondence.
207/25 Councillor Gardner Declared an Interest and left the room.
A letter was received from Mr. Heath Gait, Bushido Community & Wellbeing, asking for financial assistance towards the continuing redevelopment of Orchard Street Community Centre.
A member said that as well as a Martial Arts Centre it will be utilised as a Health & Wellbeing Centre with classes ranging from Tai Chi and dance classes for pensioners to woman only self-defense classes.  The building will be utilised throughout the day possibly between the hours of 9.30am – 10.00pm.
A member said it will be good for the children to have something positive for them to join.
It was unanimously agreed to grant Bushido Community & Wellbeing £500.00 towards the redevelopment of Orchard Street Community Centre.
(LGA 1972 s.174).

Correspondence.
208/25 A thank you letter was received from Ebbw Valley Brass Band for Council’s kind 
donation of £100.00. 
            Letter noted.
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209/25 Internal Audit 2025/2026 - IAC Audit & Consultancy Ltd. has agreed to undertake the 	Brynmawr Town Council’s Internal Audit again this year.
Letter noted.

210/25 Correspondence received from Mr. Chris Ashman, Place Planning Consultant asking Council 
to consider meeting him in February/March to discuss and to gain input from Councillors in helping shape the blueprint from a Brynmawr perspective.
A member said that it would be beneficial to meet with Mr. Ashman as it ties in with the Blaenau Gwent “Deal”.
It was agreed that the Clerk sends Mr. Ashman some possible dates for him to attend a meeting with the Members of the Brynmawr Town Council.

211/25	Correspondence from Councillor Mrs. Olwen Swales – Council to discuss the current situation with the Postal Service.
A member said that people are receiving letters confirming operation dates etc. late or on the day of the procedure.  Text messages are sent out with information regarding operations but that is not the point people should be receiving their mail.
A member said that the Postal Service are prioritising parcels over letters.
It was agreed that a letter be sent to Mr. Nick Smith, MP, saying that the Brynmawr Town Council supports what he stated in Parliament regarding the current situation with the Postal Service. 

Planning Correspondence.
	
212/25 Planning Application – Land at Crawshay House Site, Brynmawr.
	Prior to the meeting each member received the Full Planning Application via email.
	A member said that the company may want to squeeze extra dwellings on the site.
A member said it is all worked out by footprint and does not expect the owner/contractors to add any more dwellings on the site.
A member added that there is already a problem with sewage in the Greenland Road area without additional dwellings.
Another member touched on the Phosphates problem that slows down the planning process which could prevent the development going forward.
A member said that he had noticed there are no parking spaces for visitors, which will cause problems. The member added that any development over six houses 25% will be social housing.
	A member said a lot of issues need to be ironed out before a shovel goes in the ground.
It was agreed that the Clerk resends the email to Asbri Planning asking would it be possible for an Officer to meet with the Members of the Brynmawr Town Council to answer concerns regarding the site.

Reports.                                                                                                                                    

213/25	 Budget/Precept 2026/2027 Report – meeting held on Wednesday, 14 January 2026.
A member mentioned the proposal of reducing the risk fund/reserves and said that he has investigated how much Council’s should retain and said 25% of the council’s precept would be a substantial amount.
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It was agreed that if a future project or event was organised the reserves could be used to fund it.   
The Clerk informed the meeting that she is waiting for information from Mr. Paul Egan, One Voice Wales, Paul Egan BA, Chartered MCIPD, CILCA, F.Inst LM, FIPSM.  One Voice Wales is the principal organisation for community and town councils in Wales, providing support and a strong voice representing the Councils and a range of high-quality services to support their work.
A member questioned the funding which was available for specific events that took place within the Borough throughout the year.  The member said that in her opinion all children in the Borough should be treated equally and feels as though Brynmawr are not getting their fair share of what’s available.
A member said that the funding comes from different pots such as SPF Fund, Welsh Government and BGCBC and must be spent on specific events not on potholes or parks etc.
The Budget/Precept 2026/2027 was moved and accepted as a true record.

214/25 Employment and Staffing Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 08 January 2026.
Mrs. Angela Davies, Administrative Assistant was granted 12 holidays in lieu (agreed and passed at the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 22 November 2023) for carrying out Council business from her home while a new premises was being sought.  
Mrs. Davies was unable to take the 12 days as holidays due to having to go on the sick which resulted in her being issued with a sick note by her consultant.
It was agreed to grant Mrs. A. C. Davies, Administrative Assistant the 12 holidays which she was unable to use due to being on the sick.  It was agreed that Mrs. Davies be paid the 12 days after the next Full Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 25 February 2026.

215/25 Annual Investment Strategy for Brynmawr Town Council 2026/2027 was moved and accepted.
	
	Salary.

216/25 Council moved payment of Town Clerk's Salary, Administrative Assistant	Salary, Tax, N.I. and Pension for the month of January 2026.

	Cheque Number Bac’s 	A.C. Davies		Salary 		
	Cheque Number Bac’s	N.J. Williams		Salary		
	Cheque Number Bac’s	Inland Revenue	Tax & NI	
	Cheque Number Bac’s	Torfaen CBC		Pension

217/25 Salary Scale increase for Miss. N. Williams, Town Clerk/RFO.
Miss Nicola Williams became Town Clerk/RFO on 1 April 2025 from which her Salary Scale was not adjusted to correspond with her new role and increased responsibilities as the Town Clerk/RFO.
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Miss Nicola Williams was asked to leave the room while a discussion ensued.
It was agreed that an Employment and Staffing Committee be held before the next Full Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 25 February to sort and agree the correct pay scale for the Town Clerk and deal with any alterations to the Clerks contract.  To be passed at the Full Council February Meeting.


Events & Tasks.

218/25	Councillor Joel Sutton asked for a date to book the Town Council’s Christmas Disco 2026 in advance as a local Darts Team now uses the room at the Brynmawr Social Club.
It was agreed that Thursday, 17 December, should be booked for the Christmas Disco.

219/25	A discussion took place regarding St. Davids Day.  It was agreed that an event will take place on possibly Friday, 27 February 2026 in the Market Hall Cinema as the venue lends itself to the occasion.  Prior to the Market Hall being booked it was agreed that the local schools be contacted to ask if they wish to participate.
It was agreed that the Clerk pay for anything needed for the St. Davids Day Event via the Town Council’s Visa Debit Card or BAC’S.

220/25	A Councillor suggested that the Pavilion at Brynmawr Welfare Park would be a suitable venue for the Santas Grotto in the future.

221/25	A member asked whether it would be possible to have trees planted or a sign placed in Alma Street where a resident persists driving across the banking instead of driving around on the road.
A member said that he would speak to Ms. Nicola Davies, Highways to see if a sign could be erected on the area

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT 
	IS OF A CONFIDENTIAL OR PERSONAL NATURE AND IS THEREFORE 	EXCLUSIVE TO MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ONLY.
	PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960.


No exempt correspondence discussed for the month of January 2026.
	

	

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:35 hours.


      Signed ……………………………………………
			             
		                               Mrs. O.M. Swales (Town Mayor).
