BRYNMAWR TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF BRYNMAWR

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday, 26 November 2025 in the Council Chamber, Brynmawr Institute at 7.45pm.

Present: -	Councillors		Mrs O.M Swales		(Presiding).
J.M. Sutton		
					E.M. Hillier
 J.M. Gardner
				            Mrs. S. Morgan
					R.J. Hill
					R.  Jones
				            W.K. Hodgins					            
G. Nutt
			
In Attendance: 		            
Miss. N.J. Williams		(Town Clerk/RFO).
				
				      ------------ o0o------------

158/25 Apologies: 			Mrs. A.C. Davies, Administrative Assistant),  
B.M. Sutton, Mrs. D. Brown.
			
159/25 The Chair welcomed members to the November Monthly Meeting of the Town     	Council.   

160/25 Declaration of Interest & Dispensations.
The Chair reminded members to make declarations of interest at appropriate points on the agenda.

161/25 Monthly Meeting of the Council held on 22 October 2025.

Corrections – 
162/25 A Member pointed out that the Miss Nicola Willimas, Town Clerk was recorded 
in  the minutes as Assistant Town Clerk.

	Matters Arising from the Minutes.
	Item 94/25 – Meeting with Sergeant Porter.
	It was agreed to contact Sergeant Porter and ask him to forward some dates that are convenient for him to attend a meeting with the Brynmawr Town Council in the new year.

	105/25 – Money to spend on parks in Blaenau Gwent.
	The Clerk informed Members that she had sent an email to both Mr. Tommy Smith and Mr. Alun Watkins regarding to request a copy of the park assessment, but no response has been received.  
It was agreed to resend the email.
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Item 118/25 – Mayors Board.
The Chair explained that there is an issue with the lettering on the Mayors Board and Smart Signz have agreed to collect the board to look at another option to rectify the problem.

Item 117/252 – Skip for Allotment Gardens.
The Clerk informed the meeting that a skip had been hired for the Allotment Gardens as agreed in the previous meeting.
The cost of the skip was £407.88 from Thomas Waste Management Ltd.

Item 145/25 – Presentation for Mr. Ian Reynolds.
The Chair asked Councillor Wayne Hodgins for the information on the charitable work Mr. Reynolds have completed so that a plaque/tanker cup can be ordered in readiness for the presentation.
The Clerk said that Smart Deli is taking most of January off so they will not be able to make the buffet.
It was agreed to ask Carl George to make the buffet.
The Clerk agreed to email Mr. Reynolds to ask what dates would be suitable for him in the new year to attend a presentation.
It was also agreed to invite Mr. Wall, Litter Picker, BGCBC plus one to the presentation to thank him for keeping our town tidy in all weathers.

Item 144/25 – Brynmawr Partnership Christmas Ligh Switch on 2025.
The Chair Congratulated Councillor Wayne Hodgins on the work he puts in erecting the Christmas Lights and making the Town look wonderful.

	Item 148/25 – Cleansing Brynmawr Town.
	The Clerk informed the meeting that an email was sent to Mr. Matthew Stent, Service Manager, Community Service, BGCBC expressing what an amazing job the Cleansing Team done at the Market Square, Brynmawr and surrounding area.
Mr. Stent thanked the Town Council for the email and their kind words.  He said it is always nice to receive compliments rather than complaints.  Mr. Stent said that the Team has been put together using the Welsh Government Tidy Towns Grant Funding, so not something that is normally available and is making the most of it now as the funding ceases at the end of March 2026.
Mr. Stent agreed to pass on Town Council’s thanks to the relevant Officers and Team on the ground.
Councillor Gardner informed the meeting that no response had been received from Ms. Sonia Behr regarding the poor state of the Tai Calon/United Welsh properties in Beaufort Street, Brynmawr and agreed to resend the email.
 
Item 150/25 – Crossing at Darren Felin Road, Brynmawr.
The Clerk read out a response email from Mr. Mark Hopkins, Team Manager – Built Environment Infrastructure Services, BGCBC.						The email stated that Mr. Hopkins checked the public footpath in the area and it does 
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appear that the area has been overtaken by some form of rather invasive weed. Mr. Hopkins agreed to arrange for the highways DLO to cut the weeds back.
Item 156/24 – Armistice Day 2025.
Members agreed that it was a great Remembrance Service and a letter be sent to Mr. David Edwards, Pastor thanking him for a great service.

163/25 The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 22 October 2025, having been 	circulated, were accepted as a true record.

	Orders & Requisitions.

164/25  Melrose IT Solutions Limited – Anti Virus, Security and Patch Management 
            Software.
Council moved payment of £101.23.

165/25 Melrose IT Solutions Ltd – Broadband/Calls (Oct 25).
Council moved payment of £69.00.
	
Financial Correspondence.                                                                                          
166/25 Prior to the meeting, each member received a copy of the Brynmawr Town 
Council's Annual Return 2024/2025 received from the Wales Audit Office (External Auditors).
The Wales Audit Office have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2025 for the Brynmawr Town Council.  The audit has been conducted on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales.   
The Auditor’s opinion was no matters have come to his attention to give cause for concern in the any information reported in the Town Council Annual Return 2024/2025.
All Members congratulated the Clerk on her first completed Audit.
The Annual Return 2024/2025 moved and accepted.
	
	Correspondence. 

            Co-options.
167/25 Co-option of Vacancy Brynmawr North Ward.   Following the Declaration of Vacancy, the vacancy can now be filed by 	Co-option in accordance with the Provision of The Local Elections (Parish and Communities) (England & Wales) Rules 2006, Rule 5(5). Members are invited to consider the application in respect of the Vacancy 	as stated above.  Mr. Kristian Harrison, 31 Lakeside, Brynmawr, Ebbw Vale, NP23 4EG. The Chair read out the letter sent by Mr. Harrison, the letter stated that Mr. Harrison proudly served in the Royal Air Force for 23 years, 
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beginning his career as a Physical Training Instructor before specialising in rehabilitation, supporting wounded servicemen and women throughout their recovery.  Mr. Harrison spent several years as a Drill Instructor.  During his service Mr. Harrison was awarded many medals including the Member of the British Empire (MBE).   Since retiring from the RAF in 2023, Mr. Harrison has completed his LLB (Hons) Law Degree and now serves as a Career Engagement Officer with the RAF Reserves in Wales.  Mr. Harrison states he is eager to offer Brynmawr Town Council the skills and professionalism developed throughout his career, particularly in leadership, communication, governance, and community engagement.                            It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Mr. Kristian Harrison as a member of the Brynmawr Town Council.
168/25 Co-option of Vacancy Brynmawr North Ward.                                                                      Following the Declaration of Vacancy, the vacancy can now be filed by Co-option in accordance with the Provision of The Local Elections (Parish and Communities) (England & Wales) Rules 2006, Rule 5(5). Members are invited to consider the application in respect of the Vacancy 	as stated above.  Mr. Simon Page, 33 Brynawel, Brynmawr, Ebbw Vale, NP23 4RY.  The Chair read out the letter sent by Mr. Simon Page.  Mr. Page stated that as a dedicated resident of Brynmawr for most of his life, he is deeply committed to the prosperity and well-being of the community.  Mr. Page believes his background in serving for 22 years in her Majesty’s Royal Air Force, and now working on the front line with in the Welsh National Health Service along with his desire to contribute constructively to local Governance makes him an ideal candidate.   Having worked with various groups close to the town he believes he has a strong sense of team working. Mr. Page is a member of the Blaenau Gwent Veterans and in this role have already worked closely with the Town Council to deliver many formal parades at the War Memorial for the town, also within this role he has been part of a team raising a considerable amount of money for local charities.  Mr. Page is currently involved in the You're Never Alone Men’s Mental Health group, providing a safe space for men to come together to discuss their problems, through coffee evenings, breakfast clubs, organised walks or cold-water dipping.                                                                            It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Mr. Simon Page as a member of the Brynmawr Town Council.
169/25 Correspondence from Councillor Sharon Morgan – Debrief on the Remembrance   Day Service 2025.      All members unanimously agreed that the Remembrance Day Service was a success with a few little tweaks to be made for next years’ service.  Councillor Morgan suggested all members express what they thought of the service while it remains fresh in everyone’s mind so that the Clerk can take notes in readiness for the Armistice Day meetings in the new year. The Chair said that having co-opted two new members who have both served in the RAF will be a great asset for next years Remembrance Day Parade/Service and hopefully they will be able to guide the Brynmawr Town Council on the timings, Wreath Laying etc. as this year the Parade Marshall started the march too early which 
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had a knock-on effect resulting in the service starting early.  The Chair also thanked Councillor Hodgins, his sister Vanessa, Councillor Garry Nutt and whoever else was involved in setting everything up for the day.  The Chair then thanked Councillor Joel Sutton for his involvement in the service.  All members agreed that the timing was out due to the Parade setting off too early which put a lot of pressure on the Pastor Mr. David Edwards resulting in him calling the bugler too early which left a gap prior to the two-minute silence at 11.00am.  Some members said that the speakers and mike need to be assessed next year.  A member said that she did not know whether the clapping was appropriate at the event but overall agreed that the day was a success.
170/25 Correspondence received from Councillor Martyn Hillier – Fly tipping at                 the old Tecweld site.   Councillor Hillier explained that the company that built the houses at the site have left a mound of waste including sewage and has just erected a fence around the waste.  A member informed the meeting the company was given a licence to occupy and should have moved the waste from there when all works was completed.  Blaenau Gwent Estates Team are dealing with the matter.  It was agreed to send a letter to the Environmental Health Team, BGCBC explaining that there is not only rubbish but sewage waste.
Reports.
171/24 Finance Meeting held on Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 
19 November 2025.
It was agreed that a letter be sent to Mr. Nick Smith, MP explaining the reason why Brynmawr Town Council did not give a donation to the Everyone Deserves foodbank.
Councillor Hodgins agreed to donate two cuddly toys for the raffle at the Town Council Christmas Disco.
The Clerk explained that a Town Council cannot give a donation to a place of worship unless it to provide financial support for Church repairs or improvements.
Councillor Hill said that at present the Church is installing a new storage facility.
It was agreed that a donation of £100.00 be given towards the Calvery Baptist Church new storage facility.
A member said that the Town Council should investigate a grant towards repairs or cleaning of the War Memorial.  A member said that the Historical War Memorial Fund gives grants of up to 50% off any repairs.
Minutes approved, accepted and passed as a true record.

172/25 Special Meeting with Mr. Bill Upham, Growing Spaces, Terrance Garden, 
Brynmawr Welfare held on Wednesday, 19 November 2025.
Mr., Upham stated in a follow up email that he has a draft plan of how members of the public and Growing Spaces can both utilise the Terance Garden, Brynmawr and agreed this could work and will draft the plan in readiness for the meeting in the new year. 
A member said that the Town Council is only asking for access from April – October with a café facility at the Terance Garden.
Members all agreed to look at the plan during the meeting in the new year to see if they agree with it before making any decisions.


-6-

Planning Correspondence.
173/25 Planning Application – BLE-002 Pavement, Market Square, Brynmawr.
Proposed installation of 1no. new BT Street Hub, Incorporating 2no. digital 75”LCD advert screens, and associated BT Phone Kiosk removals.
It was unanimously agreed to object to this planning application on the grounds that the LCD advert screen is too modern and not in keep with the surrounding area also a distraction to drivers.

174/25 Councillor Wayne Hodgins declared an interest and left the room.
Planning Application – Mr. Ross Cable, Hill Cresent, Brynmawr.
Change of use from retail (planning class A1) to a children’s indoor play area (planning class D2) with new shop frontage.  Conversion to upper floor to seven self-contained residential apartments (planning class C3) comprising a mix of studio and 1-bedroom self-contained apartments. Replacement roller shutter.
Members expressed their concerns that the building would be turned into an HMO facility but had no objection to this planning application.
Councillor Hodgins returned to the room.

Clerk’s Salary.
175/25 Council moved payment of Town Clerk's Salary, Administrative Assistant 
Salary, Tax, N.I. and Pension for the month of November 2025.
	Cheque Number Bac’s 	A.C. Davies		Salary 		
	Cheque Number Bac’s	N.J. Williams		Salary		
	Cheque Number Bac’s	Inland Revenue	Tax & NI	
	Cheque Number Bac’s	Torfaen CBC		Pension

	Events & Tasks.
176/25	Councillor Sutton asked the Clerk when will the posters and tickets be ready for the Town Council Christmas Disco to take place on Thursday, 18 December 2025 between the hours of 6.00pm – 8.00pm.
The Clerk said she will get them ready by the end of the week.

177/25	Councillor Hill informed members that the Brynmawr Museum will be holding a quiz night at the Brynmawr Social Club the night before Wednesday, 17 December 2025.



THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS OF A CONFIDENTIAL OR PERSONAL NATURE AND IS THEREFORE EXCLUSIVE TO MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ONLY. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO 	MEETINGS) ACT 1960.

No exempt correspondence discussed for the month of November 2025
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Signed………………………………………
Councillor Mrs. O.M. Swales  (Town Mayor).

