BRYNMAWR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday, 22 October 2025 in the Brynmawr Institute, Market Square, Brynmawr at 6.00pm.

Present: -		Councillors	Mrs. O.M. Swales			(Presiding).		             	  		W.K. Hodgins		       	
J.M. Gardner
				      	R. Jones
				     	Mrs. D. Brown
					Mrs. S. Morgan
				           G. Nutt.

In Attendance: -		           Miss. N.J. Williams	(Town Clerk/RFO).

------------o0o------------

Apologies:-			          Mrs. A. C. Davies, Administrative Assistant, 
         B.M. Sutton, J.M. Sutton, R.J. Hill
135/25	The Clerk informed the Chair that Councillor R. Jones will be joining the meeting at 6.30pm due to work commitments.

136/25 The Chair welcomed members to the October Meeting of the Town Council.

137/25	Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
	The Chair reminded members to make declarations of interest at appropriate 	points on the agenda.

138/25 Corrections – None.
 	
Matters Arising from the Minutes.

	Item 95/25 – Clock on the Market Hall Cinema.
A member said that the Market Hall Clock will not be altered for Armistice Day it will remain several minutes incorrect.
It was agreed to inform members of the public about this matter on social media, Webpage etc. when approaching Armistice Day.  
It was also agreed to explore options to alter the time on the clock.
 
Item 94/25 – Meeting with Sergeant Marc Porter, Gwent Police.
The Clerk informed the meeting that no response has been received yet regarding a meeting with Sergeant Porter.
It was agreed that a further email be sent asking for possible dates for a meeting.

Item 102/25 – Meeting with ABUHB.
A member said that he has received a few complaints regarding times allocated for appointments with GPs. (not being long enough), a few of the GP’s attitudes and GPs only dealing with one aliment at a time even if the issues are all linked. 
Another member said that GPs are cancelling appointments and rebooking them for two weeks’ time instead of a few days.
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It was agreed to send an email to Mr. Lloyd Hambridge, Divisional Director of Primary Care, Community Services, and Complex and Long-Term Care informing him of the complaints received and discussed in the meeting.

	Item 105/25 – Money to spend on parks in Blaenau Gwent.
A member said that the three Borough Members are meeting with Mr. Alun Watkins, BGCBC and Mr. David Watkins, Community Services Manager, BGCBC to have an informal chat regarding the funding allocated to be spent on the parks in Blaenau Gwent.
The member said that Mr. Alun Watkins would be happy to attend a meeting with the Brynmawr Town Council.
It was agreed that the Borough members come back to the Council with the information gathered during the conversation with both gentlemen regarding the allocation of the funding then a meeting can be arranged.
The Clerk informed the meeting that she sent an email to Councillor Tommy Smith CC. Alun Watkins to request a copy of the park assessment.

Item 118/25 – Mayors Board.
The Clerk informed the meeting that Smart Signz very kindly arranged to collect the Mayors Board so that the work can be carried out.

At this juncture Councillor Rhys Jones joined the meeting.  The Chair
welcomed Councillor Jones to his first meeting of the Brynmawr Town Council and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Item 117/25 – Rent of Allotments and hire of a skip for the Brynmawr Allotment Gardens.
The Clerk informed members that she has sent numerous emails to the Brynmawr Allotment Association regarding the payment for ground rent 2025 and to request a letter/email be sent in to inform Council that a skip is needed to remove debris, rubbish etc. from the area but is yet to hear from both Mr. Eric Small or Mr. Brian Holly regarding this matter.
It was agreed that when a letter informing Council that the Brynmawr Allotment Gardens wish to have a skip is received the Clerk will order and pay for the skip via the preferred payment method of the skip hire company (Thomas Waste).

139/25 The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 24 September 2025, having 	been circulated, were accepted as a true record.

	Orders & Requisitions.
	
140/25 Grenke Leasing Ltd – Quarterly fee for the period 01/10/2025 to 31/12/2025. 	Council moved payment of £270.00.

141/25 Zurich Municipal Insurance – Annual Insurance Premium 1/12/25 to 30/11/26.	
The Clerk informed members that the Brynmawr Town Council was no longer in a long-term agreement with Zurich Insurance.
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The renewal premium for the year 25/26 is £2,899.81, accepting a long-term agreement for three years will discount the policy by £277.77 making the renewal premium £2,622.04.  Council did not agree to accept a long-term agreement for three years.
A discussion took place regarding seeking other quotes for the Town Council’s Annual Insurance, Councillor Gardner said that he would contact Mr. Jeff Jones, Insurance Broker, for a quote.
The Clerk informed the meeting that the payment needs to be paid as soon as possible and perhaps seeking quotes for Insurance should be left until next year prior to the Annual Insurance Premium being received.
Council moved payment of £2899.81.

142/25 A. C. Janes & Son – Cleaning of War Memorial in readiness for Armistice Day.  	Council moved payment of £1,674.00.
	
143/25	Melrose IT Solutions – Broadband, Call Charges – October 2024.
Council moved payment of £69.00.

Financial Correspondence.

144/25 Brynmawr Town Centre Partnership – Financial assistance towards the 
Christmas Light “Switch On” 2025.
The Clerk reminded Councillor Hodgins to forward a Statement of Accounts so that the request for financial assistance towards the “Switch On” event can be discussed at the upcoming Finance Meeting to take place on Wednesday, 12 November.

145/25 Presentation for Mr. Ian Reynolds – Recognition for charitable works.
A member said that the presentation will be ratified at the Full Council Meeting, BGCBC tomorrow and all information will be passed onto the Clerk.
It was agreed to use a local business to prepare a buffet and to purchase a plaque or trophy from Bills Trophies, Brynmawr.
It was also agreed that a letter be sent to Mr. Darren Foote congratulating him on his epic walk from Mametz Wood, France back to Wales raising money for the limbless veteran’s charity “Blesma”.

146/25 Bulbs for flower tubs.
It was agreed to plant bulbs in readiness for the summer.

147/25 Guildhall A4 Account book 80-page paper cash column Accounting Ledger.
Council moved payment of £32.00.

Correspondence.

148/25 Correspondence received for discussion from Councillor Mrs. Sharon Morgan:
· Murals suggested to be erected around the skateboard park, Brynmawr Welfare.
· Organising a team to revamp the roundabout by Asda’s sponsored by Borough Councillors.
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· To discuss properties owned by the Housing Authorities in Beaufort Street.
A member asked would the murals around the skateboard area at Brynmawr Welfare Park need to be maintained and what will happen to them if the boards become dilapidated.  In her opinion, they will not be necessary.
A member said that the murals will brighten up the area and cover up the deteriorating wall on the Park View side.  
The member said if the boards become dilapidated the relevant people will be contacted to remove them.
Engaging with Youth Services would be beneficial as they could get local children involved to perhaps paint the mural boards or incorporate into the designs and then they would feel like they have ownership of the boards.
A member said to get the local schools involved.
A member informed the meeting that Councillor Gardner and the late Mr. Terry Hughes put in a lot of their time and effort into seeking funding for a Skate Park at Brynmawr Welfare Park, but it did not materialise.  Perhaps that could be relooked at.
A member said that the total cost for a Skate Park would be around £22,000.
The concrete is a very expensive option but will last a lifetime with no maintenance unlike using equipment which will rote overtime.
A member asked would there be a Lottery Grant available to go towards a new Skate Park?
A member said that a group would have to be set up separate to the Town Council so that funding could be applied for such as Lottery Grants, Asda sponsorship etc.
It was agreed to explore different methods to funding the development of a Skate Park.
A Councillor agreed to communicate with Councillor Hill with regards to helping clean and weed etc. the roundabout by Asda which is currently the responsibility of BGCBC Councillors.
A member said that the Rotary Square is due to be cleaned along with roundabouts, street furniture is being repainted and trees being cut around Brynmawr soon.
A member said that the two flats one owned by United Welsh and the other by Tai Calon in Beaufort Street, Brynmawr are still in a poor condition.
The Clerk said that she emailed both housing associations regarding the state of the properties but did not hear from them.
A member said he will add it to the list of complaints which he will forward to Ms. Sonia Behr who sits on Tai Calon’s Board of Directors.

149/25 Prior to the meeting each member received a copy of the Draft 
Independent Remuneration Panel Report 2026/2027 via their personal email.
All Members agreed not to accept Members Allowance payment of £156.00 for the year 2025/2026 at the previous meeting which took place on Wednesday, 24 September 2025.

150/25 Correspondence received from Councillor Martyn Hillier – Crossing at Darren 
Felin Road, Brynmawr. 
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Members said that the weeds have taken over the public footpath in the area.
It was agreed that an email be sent to Mr. Mark Hopkins, Team Manager Built Environment to ask him to investigate this matter.

151/25 The Clerk reminded members that a meeting has been arranged with Mr. 
David Leech, Strategic Director Adults & Communities for Torfaen and Blaenau Gwent, and Deputy Chief Executive on Thursday, 6 November 2025 at 12.30pm in the Council Chamber, Brynmawr Institute to discuss moving forward with a community approach in the Blaenau Gwent area.

152/25 Correspondence received from Mr. Carl Matthews, Reform UK, BGRC – 
Permission to participate in Remembrance Day.
It was agreed that the Clerk email Mr. Matthews with details of the Remembrance Day Service/Parade.

153/25 Planning Correspondence – none.
154/25 Reports – none.

Clerk’s Salary.
155/25 Council moved payment of Town Clerk's Salary, Administrative Assistants  	
Salary, Tax, N.I. and Pension for the month of October 2025.

	Cheque Number Bac’s 	A.C. Davies		Salary 		
	Cheque Number Bac’s	N.J. Williams		Salary		
	Cheque Number Bac’s	Inland Revenue	Tax & NI	
	Cheque Number Bac’s	Torfaen CBC		Pension

	Events and Tasks.
156/25	Ordering of Wreaths for Armistice Day 2025.
Due to a current situation that has arisen with regards to purchasing Poppy Wreaths in readiness for Armistice Day 2025 it was agreed that the Brynmawr Town Council order/purchase Poppy Wreaths for local schools, Organisations, sports clubs etc. It was agreed that the Clerk pays for all the Wreaths via BACS to the RBL and reclaim the monies from who received a Wreath via BAC’S paid directly into the Town Council’s Bank Account, cash, cheque etc. depending on how the individual wishes to pay.

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS OF A CONFIDENTIAL OR PERSONAL NATURE AND IS THEREFORE EXCLUSIVE TO MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ONLY. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO 	MEETINGS) ACT 1960.

157/25 No exempt correspondence discussed for the month of October 2025.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.00 hours
Signed ……………………………………………
				
Councillor Mrs. O. M. Swales (Town Mayor).
